Cardiac arrest in the neonate during laparoscopic surgery.
We describe a case of intraoperative neonatal cardiac arrest during attempted laparoscopic surgery. Circulatory collapse occurred before peritoneal insufflation, initially obscuring the diagnosis. Emergent transthoracic echocardiography during resuscitation demonstrated intracardiac gas bubbles consistent with venous gas embolism. The site of entrainment was probably a bleeding umbilical vein transected by the umbilical trocar. Greater awareness of this complication in neonates will facilitate early diagnosis and encourage preventive measures, such as the avoidance of umbilical vessels, use of an open instead of closed access technique, and ligation of bleeding vessels after peritoneal access.